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Cassandra Clayton, anchor: 

For years non-smokers have been complaining about passive smoke. Now the 
government is getting into the act, coming out with a study about the effect 
of smoke on those nearby. As NBC’s Robert Hager reports, the news is worse 
than expected. 

Robert Hager reporting: 

For the first time, an effort to quantify the health risk to non-smokers who 
breathe the smoke from other people's cigarettes. The Environmental Protec¬ 
tion Agency has made a preliminary calculation that this secondhand smoke 
causes thirty-eight hundred deaths a year from lung cancer. If that stands up 
to scientific review, the agency’s select list of class-A carcinogens-sub- 
stances such as arsenic, asbestos, benzene, chromium, and others for which the 
link to cancer is judged strong-will now be expanded to include secondhand 
smoke. 

EPA also finds that the most dangerous secondhand smoke comes from the lit end 
of the cigarette, whether in the smoker’s mouth, hand, or an ashtray. EPA 
scientists say what the smoker exhales is not dangerous to others because the 
cancer-causing substances have already been absorbed by the filter or by the 
smoker’s lungs. Finally, EPA will warn that smoking lounges should vent the 
smoke directly outside to be diluted in the air: otherwise, a building's 
normal air-circulation system will simply spread the smoke into rooms that are 
supposed to be smoke-free. 

The tobacco industry disputes EPA's calculations, and because so many people 
still smoke and because tobacco has powerful allies in Congress, EPA will not 
propose any federal regulation to restrict smoking. Robert Hager, NBC News, 
Washington. 

Clayton: In sports, the Bulls beat the Sixers in the NBA playoffs, and in 
hockey, Boston sweeps Washington. Don Criqui is next, after this. 
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